
 HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY STATEMENT 

Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 

This is the Health and Safety Policy Statement of 

Stokesley Show Ltd 

 

Stokesley Show Ltd.  recognises and accepts its responsibility to ensure, so far as is practicable, the 

health and safety of all its employees, contractors, volunteers, artists, exhibitors, Traders, 

competitors, visitors and those members of the public who may be affected by the Shows activities. 

 

It is Stokesley Agricultural Society’s and Stokesley show Ltd, aim to promote, set and maintain the 

highest standards for health, safety and welfare matters. This will be achieved by: 

 

• Providing adequate control of the health and safety risks arising from the work activities. 

• Consulting with employees/ volunteers/ contractors on matters affecting health and safety 

• Providing and maintaining safe equipment 

• Ensuring safe handling and use of substances 

• Providing information, instruction and supervision for employees/volunteers/contractors 

• Ensuring all employees/volunteers/contractors are competent to do their tasks 

• Preventing accidents and cases of work-related ill health 

• Maintaining safe and healthy working conditions 

• Reviewing and revising this policy as necessary at regular intervals 

 

Stokesley Show Ltd. will endeavour to eliminate any hazards which may result in personal injury, 

illness, fire, security losses, property damage or harm to the environment. 

 

 

 

NEAL WATERS 

 

 

Date 12th June 2023 

  



HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY 

 

It is the policy of the Council of Stokesley Show Ltd that all activities taking place on the Show field 

during the erection and dismantling of the Show and on Show day itself, should be carried out with 

the highest regard to health and safety of all persons involved. 

Particular attention is drawn to the fact that many of the visitors to the show have little or no 

experience of the hazards associated with livestock and equipment and those in charge of these 

items need to be constantly alert to the safety aspects of the work. Animals can be easily frightened 

and can be dangerous, members of the public must therefore supervise children and keep dogs 

under control at all times. 

Officers of Stokesley Show Ltd 

The responsibility for safety on the Show site rests with the Stokesley Show Ltd who will appoint a 

safety officer (SO) to co-ordinate safety matters. 

All members of the council, Stewards, employees, volunteers, contractors and others involved in the 

organisation of the Show will pay particular attention to safety in all their actions and must ensure 

that any activity under their control which may cause a hazard is managed.  

All accidents or hazards which may give rise to an incident must be reported to the SO as soon as 

practicable and such reports may need to be confirmed in writing after the Show. 

 

First Aid 

The first aid tent is sited next to the Secretary’s Office (HQ) adjacent to the main ring. 

 

Paramedics and Veterinary Surgeon 

Both are in attendance throughout the day and may be contacted via the Secretary’s Office  

 

Marquees 

Special attention should be paid to fire precautions within the marquees and to the emergency 

entry and exit points. All lighting and electrical cables should be installed as to not cause a hazard. 

All tent pegs should be covered to avoid tripping and injury particularly in those areas with public 

access.  

  

No Smoking 

There is a no smoking policy in all marquees and in the main building and all portacabins 

 

 



Fire Extinguishers 

All trade stand holders, contractors, outside Bars and caterers are to bring their own fire 

extinguishers which should be serviced by a competent authority. Fire extinguishers will be provided 

in all other marquees by the show using a qualified supplier. 

 

Water 

Water is available in the Horticultural, Goat and Rabbit marquees, also in the Cattle and Horse areas 

and in the Sheep Section 

Gas 

Appliances may be brought onto the site provided they have been examined and hold a current 

certificate. Cylinders must be secured and stored away from public areas. Appropriate fire 

extinguishers must be available in conjunction with storage by all users. 

 

Electricity Generators 

These may be brought onto site provided they have been tested and hold current certificates and 

that all electrical wiring has been recently tested (within 12 months) Appropriate fire extinguishers 

must be available in conjunction with these by all users. 

 

Hazardous Substances 

All hazardous substances or materials must not be brought on site. In the exceptional case where 

this is necessary prior approval from the SO must be obtained in writing together with a COSHH 

assessment. 

 

Machinery 

All contractors using machinery before, during or after the event must have appropriate certificates 

and insurance and these must be available for inspection on request if required. All Vintage 

Machinery should be exhibited stationary in accordance with Agricultural Health and Safety 

regulations. 

 

Exhibitors, Trade Stands and Contractors 

On entering the Show all trade stand holders, Exhibitors, Craft and contractors are understood to 

have accepted their responsibilities for safety. All must hold their own public liability insurance, a 

copy of which must be available for inspection on request on the day if required. All exhibitors must 

follow the instructions of stewards at all times. Failure to do so will result in the stewards 

withdrawing an exhibit from the show. 

No vehicle should move within the Trade Stand Area between 8.30am and 5pm unless authorised to 

do so by the SO. All Gates (with the exception of Gate 3) will be closed to vehicles after 8.30am 



 

Catering 

All stands offering food and/or refreshments should meet the requirements of appropriate 

legislation and have their certificates available for inspection. All external catering units and mobile 

bar trailers will be given Stokesley Show’s separate “External Catering Unit Policy Document” for 

further information. 

Also, for all Trade Stands, Bars, Catering and Hospitality who sell alcohol on or off premises must 

apply for a Temporary Event Notice from North Yorkshire Council. Also, they will need to hold a 

personal licence and comply accordingly. 

Officers from the local Health and Safety Executive and Environmental Health Department of 

Hambleton District Council may be on the field to enforce compliance with the appropriate 

regulations.  Stokesley Show Limited has appointed a Supervisor who will oversee all licence holders 

on show day and request their signature  to confirm they will adhere to all our licensing objectives. 

Security, Marshalls and Stewards 

All must take responsibility within their own section for Health and Safety paying particular 

attention to possible hazards and taking action to eliminate them, informing the SO and HQ 

immediately. 

There should be at least one steward on duty within each section at all times. All Stewards in 

marquees, on gates, and around the Show should be fully acquainted with all evacuation 

procedures for their areas and their nearest point of contact in an emergency. They should also be 

aware that they may, at any time, be called by PA to return to their posts in the event of an 

incident.  

All Livestock Stewards are to return to their posts 15 minutes prior to the Grand Parade to assist 

with the same.  

Livestock 

All animals entered for the Show must have been properly trained and have no history of being 

disturbed by showing. Each animal must be attended at all times and no person will be allowed to 

untie or remove any animal from its stand during the Show except with the permission of the 

Steward of the relevant section. Handlers must have sufficient experience for the task they are 

given or be appropriately supervised. 

Horses 

Riders of horses must wear suitable protective headwear at all times in accordance with the 

current British Standard. Horses and ponies may only be exercised in the designated exercise areas. 

No animal is to be exercised in the car parks or on the Showground. There must be no Lunging of 

animals at any time. Horses must follow designated entrance and exit routes to the competitive 

rings with one rider and one handler only to accompany in these areas. 

Cattle 

Cattle lines will be closed to the public 15 minutes before the commencement of the Grand Parade 

and during judging. At all other times whilst open to the public all gates into and out of the cattle 

lines must be kept unobstructed and closed. 



 

Judging and Main Parades   

All animals moving from the lines to judging rings must follow designated routes. All practicable 

and reasonable measures will be taken to segregate such animals from the general public by means 

of walkways, crossings etc. It is the responsibility of the exhibitor to ensure that their animal will 

not cause a risk to the public and it is the responsibility of the relevant section steward to ensure 

that the preventative measures are maintained and all barriers, ropes and gates are closed off 

when the classes are underway or the Grand Parade, Supreme Champion, Foxhounds and vintage 

Tractor Parades and Show Jumping are on. (SO in attendance) 

 

Leaving the Showground 

Cattle and Sheep may be removed from the Showground after the Grand Parade. Horses not 

required for the Grand Parade or Supreme Champion may leave the field after completing their 

classes. All other exhibits may only be removed after 5pm. 

 

Reporting of Incidents 

All incidents must be reported to the SO immediately so that appropriate action may be taken. It is 

important that even minor incidents are logged as written reports may need to be prepared.  

 

In the Event of an Emergency 

An immediate assessment must be made and if deemed appropriate on-site paramedics should be 

called to the scene. If the incident is serious and/or there are multiple injuries, other emergency 

services (Fire, Police, Ambulance, Air Ambulance) must be called by 999 

If the incident is of a serious nature, Security is/are to take charge at the scene until the medics, 

Police, Fire Service or the SO arrives, as appropriate, and ensures that 

• First Aid is given to any injured person 

• Fire/Ambulance/Police have been summoned 

• Take steps to eliminate or reduce the incident 

• Ensure that people present are moved to a place of safety 

Crowds should be kept clear of roads to give emergency vehicles means of access to the incident 

On arrival of the emergency services and/or the Safety Officer brief them quickly on the details of 

the incident, the action taken and then continue to assist where possible. 

If the Ambulance or Police are called, they can be safely escorted on to the Site via Gate 1. At that 

designated gate the SO will rendezvous with the Emergency services brief them quickly on the 

details then two security guards will leave the public entrance and will escort the vehicle through 

the Show field together with the SO as lead escort.  

In the event of Fire, the Fire Service must be called by 999  



If the Fire brigade are required to enter at gate 4, then again two security guards will leave the 

pedestrian entrance and escort the fire engine onto the site with the SO as lead escort. 

 

 

 

 

In the Event of Emergency Evacuation 

If there is an incident so serious in nature that full evacuation of the Show is required this will be 

advised via walkie-talkie to all comms personal and additionally to all the Main Rings 1, 2 and 3 

where the PA announcer will continually advise all attendees to leave by the nearest Gates. All 

Security and Stewards and SO will assist with the evacuation process 

 

In the Event of an Escaped Animal 

• Attempt to close all access routes for the animal 

• Try to isolate the animal from the general public and enclose the animal, for example in the 

competitive rings, or using spare barriers available to create a funnel effect into an enclosed 

area 

• Inform the Secretary and/or SO either directly or via nearest radio coms who will in turn 

inform Senior Section Stewards and all available personal to assist in containing the animal 

• Secretary and/or SO will request the closure of all Gates and advise Veterinary Officer to 

attend if needed 

• Stewards will advise all those in the area to remain stationary to avoid frightening the animal 

 

All livestock Stewards must be aware of risks and keep all gates into and out of the cattle lines and 

competitive rings closed at all times especially when classes are underway or the Grand Parade is 

taking place.  

 

 


